I’ve been a fan of Bill Sienkiewicz from the moment he burst onto the comics scene in the early eighties.
His work on Moon Knight quickly evolved into an iconic style that completely revolutionized sequential
storytelling. New Mutants was another early favorite of mine, but what I remember most clearly was
seeing pages from the first few issues of the not-yet-published Elektra: Assassin on a field trip to New
York to visit Archie Goodwin. My jaw hit the floor! With Stray Toasters, Bill further proved he could do it
all, and that he was just getting started. But I won’t bother listing all of the epic work he’s done. Instead,
I’ll leave it at this—I can’t wait to see what he does next!
As for the tome you now hold in your hands, Inside Out Director’s Cut is a dream come true for me. Over
the years, I’ve been lucky enough to get to know Bill, one of the coolest guys on the planet. He once
made the mistake of telling me, “Hey, we should work on something together one day!” After a few years
of working up the nerve to ask him if he was serious, I’m happy to say that this project was the result of
him saying “yes”! I could not be prouder, nor more grateful, for the experience of working with a living
legend. (He’ll probably kick me for saying that, but it’s true!)
The story of Inside Out evolved out of a mind meld with the awesome ongoing TMNT series writer, Tom
Waltz, and the equally awesome series editor, Bobby Curnow. We all wanted something that would play
to Bill’s sensibilities and allow him to have as much fun as possible. But, as always, the story came first.
We wanted it to resonate with the arc that was evolving in the series at that time. Let me be the first to
say, mission accomplished!
The three of us plotted the story, I did the breakdowns (not that Bill needed them—I wanted to do
them), Tom provided the final script, and Bill was unleashed. Minds blown.
Thanks a million, Bill!
I hope you enjoy the whole behind-the-scenes, step-by-step journey for Inside Out over the next
seventy-two pages. It’s all there, and we hope you have as much fun reading it as we had creating it.
I want to extend a very special thanks to Tomi Varga, my favorite colorist, for helping bring this all home,
as well as the always-above-and-beyond guidance, support, and creativity of Joan Hilty of Nickelodeon.
You’re the best!
Kevin Eastman
San Diego, 2017
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